LEESONS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Notes of the meeting of the Parent Council
held on
Thursday 17th July 2025 at 6 PM


	Present:
Gordon Jamieson, Headteacher
Gemma Dobbs, Deputy HT
Ben Leeves, Parent Council Member (PCM)
Anneliese Cooke
Esther Amire
Rosie Butterworth
Sarah Lees

Apologies / Not Present :
Katherine Kelleher
Samantha Buckland
	In attendance:
Secretary: Shraddha J Qureshi




1. Welcome and Opening Remarks
· The Head Teacher welcomed all the members.
· Apologies received from Samantha Kelleher and Katherine Buckland.
· Children have met their new teachers and seen their new classrooms.
· The school anticipates welcoming 26 reception students next year.
· Lower enrollment numbers are attributed to declining birth rates and the school’s perceived reputation, potentially influenced by past records.
· Lots of class assemblies and presentations were scheduled for the last week of school including the Year 6 performance.
· Year 5 parents’ discussion regarding the secondary transition and Nursery transition was scheduled for the next day.
· Attendance becomes a bit of a challenge in the last days of school as some parents prioritize personal plans.
· Staff - 
· 2 Teachers of Year 3 have left.
· 2 new Teachers for Year 3 have been appointed. Miss Bennett and Miss Chen.
· Part time Reception teacher retiring
· Mrs Brown moved to another school within the Trust.
· A new PSL (People support lead)  Sam Turner, has been appointed. A PSL provides extra emotional support to children who are upset, anxious or unhappy
	
 
· Notes and Actions from last meeting
	
a) Parents update on the visit to the school -
Mrs Rosie Butterworth visited the Lunch hall of the school on 17th June 25 in the lunch time. Other staff present were - Mrs Dobbs and Mrs Bennett.
Positive Routines Observed -
1. Children were polite, kept the queues orderly and shared ideas for diverse lunch menus and play equipment.
2. The corridor was clear and the lunch hall was organised and tidy.
3. The Grasshopper Room was calm and Teachers spoke fondly about students and knew their individual needs.
4. Greater access to the field was given with organised and a good level of supervision.

Suggestions for Improvement - 
1. The drink area in the lunch hall did not look very inviting. Children gave remarks about dirty looking and funny smelling glasses which restricted many of the children from drinking water.
2. Children can be encouraged and reminded more about wearing hats and sun cream when they go out to play.
3. Can children have access to outside water fountains?
4. Children suggested some play equipment like skipping rope, gymnastic equipment and more climbing frame time.
5. Many children seemed interested in the availability of more sauce options like BBQ etc, salt & pepper. Many also commented on food being dry.
6. Children would like to see the playground to be more decorated like painted tracks etc.

	Head Teacher’s review on the above points -
		-  External water fountains are limited due to COVID concerns.
		- Can consider implementing routines to access water at designated times, such as upon 
		   arrival and after breaks, minimizing classroom interruptions.

b) School update on the parking management outside the school
	- Local Councilor is investigating the matter and reviewing the traffic survey results and
	   resident’s concerns. Mrs Dobbs is following up on the case and awaiting further
	   developments.
	-  Proposal to open double gates at 8:30 am for nursery kids for easier access.

2.   Key Priorities for the New Session / Year Ahead 

● Headteacher to share key areas of focus for the school 
	-  School Inspection Assessment - OFSTED Report - July 25 - 
	  The framework of rating is changed from overall rating to the rating in 5
	 Separate areas. The school stands GOOD in each 5 aspects.
· Acknowledgement of the need for quality education improvement.
· Positive progress is observed in SAT results. From 21% last year to 33% this year, with expectations for 50% next year.
· Focus is on adapting teaching methods to suit the learner’s needs. 
· The report highlights positive feedback regarding children’s happiness and safety at school. Also mentions leader’s passion and energy
· Anticipation of improved results in SATs allows for requesting a review sooner than the maximum timeframe of 30 months.

● Opportunities for parent involvement and impact 
· Consideration for future visits to observe early morning routines in classrooms or walkthrough of risk assessment process involved in the school trips.
· Proposal for a visit during the activities like PE or music classes as parents would like to know how it’s managed. 
	
	
3.  Open Discussion: Hopes and Ideas 

● Parents share initial thoughts, questions, or issues parents may have raised 
· Ben Leeves questioned - about cancelled swimming lessons -
Mrs Dobbs answered - it’s because the testing of the chlorine levels happens on Monday mornings and when this testing gets delayed, it results in the cancellation of the Monday swimming sessions.
· Esther Amire raised concern - The reading records are not regularly being signed by the teacher
Mrs Dobbs answered - She will look into it
· Mrs Dobbs to add/mention Parents email address to Dojo and also the newsletter.
	

4.  Queries/Concerns from the Parents

● Can Leesons have a dedicated PE teacher?
· At the moment it cannot be done as the school is restricted on the funds but could possibly do in the future.
· The school receives £19000 from the government as Sports Premium which is allocated to various initiatives including registering and organizing events, additional swimming lessons and buying sports equipment and online platforms.

● Several children mentioned feeling nervous ahead of the event due to limited training at the athletics club. It may be worth considering additional practice sessions or preparation opportunities in the lead-up to next year's event to help build confidence and readiness. 
· HT acknowledged the point and said that it can be done.


5.  Next Steps and AOB (Any Other Business)
Confirm date of next meeting
	- 12th November 2025, Wednesday at 6PM
· Share Minutes contact list
	NAME
	EMAIL
	PHONE

	Rosie Butterworth
	 rosielilian@hotmail.com
	07891 773912

	Esther Amire
	estpetra@yahoo.com
	07310 844421

	Sarah Lees
	sarahhelenlees@gmail.com
	07860 866459

	Katherine Kelleher
	katherine.kelleher42@icloud.com
	07843 566391

	Samantha Buckland
	 s_buckland@hotmail.co.uk
	07825 285345

	Annaliese Cooke
	annie.cooke@hotmail.co.uk
	07834 915822

	Ben Leeves
	ben_leeves@hotmail.com
	07706 169133



· Actions agreed / Summary of the session
	- DHT to update on the school parking situation from the Local Authority.
	- DHT to look into the reading records getting signed regularly by the teachers.
	- DHT to mention the Parents’ email id in Dojo and Newsletter.
